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WEDNESDAY JUNE 23,

New Pres:dentlal Ady:ser

The appomtment of General Max-
well Taylor as “mlhtary representative.
of the President”. provides President
Kennedy With a war-seasoned, highly
competent defense adviser at a time of
mounting internatiofis jilensmns Mr.
Kennedy undoubtedly has felt the need
Tor: such.a close consultant on military
and intelhgence matters ever since the
Cuban figsco, Wlt Py Government
facing a new. crigi

xhould be of great i
House.

Although the cpubxovar,sml general
will not have the title or the authority
exercl;ed during World War II by Ad-
miral” Leahy, Who was “chief of staff”
to Prestdents Roosevelt’ End’ Truman, it
i5 clear that he will wield considerable
power in military circles Involving no

command powers apnd hot being inter-
posed between the Joint Chiefs of Staff ]

and the President, the office in no sense
meets General Taylor’s past proposals
for a syper-chief of staff over all the
military branches. It appears ho eyer,
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chief plan and the bresent Joint Chiefs
selup, which has been criticized by
‘General Taylor and others as tending
to promote vacillation and delay in
defense deciaions

Thus, the return to active duty in
a new top-level post of General Taylor
bresages the revision of certain defense

policies Iollowed under the Eisenhower

administration, partlcularly the -tend-
ency to ‘re-ly'more on massive retaliation
by riuclear weapons than on conventional
arms and armiles. President Kennedy
already has Indicated his Teeling that

conventional arms should not be neg-

lected, lest we be caught unprepared tn
meet the threat of  small wars -in
scattered parts of the globe, General
Taylor wdrned of these threats and of
the neceSSity for preparing to counter
them in his book, “THe Utcertain Trum-
pet,” .published after his retirement as
Army Chief -of Staff. - He advocated
other militar_y reforms, organizational
and tactical, in the much-debated book.

Genﬂﬁﬁal, Taylor's  appointment
amounts'to an extegsion of his. assign-
ment by the President to study and
Teport on military planning and. intel-

ligence in“contikction with the ill-fated

invasion of Ciba. The White  House
made it plain that he will continue to
¢ advise on inte]hgence as well as defense

' problems. If"thi§ duty will'bring about

' better ligispn befween tl;ggpeferpe De-
partment é‘i%%hgg CentralI telligence
Ageney,’ so'*ﬁuch tﬁe %e et ertainly

is side

tary ‘exper
experience and, perce
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